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~  TUCKAHOE  CHURCH  ^ 


THE  CHURCH  OF  THE  LIVING  GOD 

This  is  the  church  of  my  dreams : 
The  church  of  the  warm  heart, 
Of  the  open  mind, 

Of  the  adventurous  spirit ;  '  •  .     -  , 

The  church  that  cares, 

That  heals  hurt  lives, 

That  comforts  old  people, 

That  challenges  youth ; 

That  knows  no  divisions  of  culture  or  class, 

No  frontiers,  geographical  or  social ; 

The  church  .  .  .  that  looks  forward  as  well  as  backward; 

The  church  of  the  Master, 

The  church  of  the  people. 

High  as  the  ideals  of  Jesus, 

Low  as  the  humblest  human ; 

A  working  church, 

A  worshipping  church  .  .  . 

A  church  that  interprets  the  truth  in  terms  of  truth ; 

That  inspires  courage  for  this  life  and  hope  for  the  life  to 

come; 
A  church  of  courage, 
A  church  of  all  good  men, 
The  church  of  the  living  God. 

— Author  Unknown. 
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CHRISTIAN  CHURCH 

—  O  — 

— From  Which  Sprang  Churches  At — 
UNION  CHAPEL,  COMFORT,  WHALEY'S  CHAPEL 
AND  MATILDA'S  CHAPEL 

—  0  —  .  \. 
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DEDICATION 

To  John  Jarman,  orsnnizer. 

To  Zacheiis.  Cyrus,  IJenjamin  and  Ipaac  Erovvn.  Brj,  ant  Huffman, 
and  Jere  Jarman,  consecrated  Chirst^an  laymen. 

To  Elder  James  J.  Rhodes,  who  contended  for  the  "Old  Faith"  as  he 
saw  it. 

To  A.  O.  Warren,  Samuel  W.  Summerell  and  H.  C.  Bowen,  who  did 
constructive  pastorial  work. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  R.  Jones,  who  memorailized  in  stone  the  work 
of  their  hands,  and 

To  God  who  blessed  their  labors,  this  little  book  is  dedicated. 
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INTRODUCTORY 


The  collection  and  publication  of 
the  facts  presented  in  this  booklet 
about  Tuckahoe  has  been  rare  pleas- 
ure to  me.  The  "'Movies"  have  no 
picture  comparable  for  me  to  the 
historic  one,  of  which  the  story  of 
Tuckahoe  is  a  part,  in  which  I  see 
first  in  a  series  the  building-  of  a 
State  (church  of  England)  Chapel, 
near  where  Chincapin  Chapel  now 
stands.  Its  activities  ended  with  the 
Revolution  and  the  deeding-  of  the 
property  to  John  Dillahunty,  a  Bap- 
tist minister  who  lived  in  the  com- 
munity. Dillahunty  (De  La  Hunter) 
was  born  in  England,  a  Catholic.  He 
was  excommunicated  from  that 
church  because  he  married  Hannah 
Neal,  a  Quakeress.  Neither  her  fam- 
ily nor  his  would  become  reconciled 
to  the  marriag-'e  and'to  g-et^away  from 
it  all  the  Dillahuntys  came  to  Caro- 
lina where  he  was  thought  so  well  of 
that  he  was  elected  Sheriff  of  his 
county.  (Jones  was  part  of  Craven 
then). 

Dillahunty  and  his  wife  lived 
together  68  years.  Hearing  Whitfield, 
Shubal  Stearns,  Daniel  Marshall  and 
other  g-reat  Baptist  preachers,  they 
were  baptized,  about  1761. 

During-  the  American  Revolution 
Dillahunty  was  a  Chaplain  in  the 
American  army.  The  close  of  the  war 
ended  all  church  of  Eng-land  activi- 
ties in  Carolina,  and  the  vestry  hav- 
ing- all  confidence  in  Dillahunty, 
deed  the  property  to  him  and  he  be- 
came its  pastor.  Later,  1786,  Dilla- 
hunty removed  to  Tennessee  and  the 
church  at  Chincapin  Chapel  soon 
disappeared. 

The  Quakers  had,  during"  colonial 
times,  maintained  a  church  at  what 
we  call  "Quaker  House,"  called  by, 
them  "Upper  Trent  River."  After  the 
disappearance  of  Dillahunty's  Chapel 
the  Baptist  drifted  to  the  Quaker 
House.  In  the  years  that  followed 
the  Quaker  House  became  a  Baptist 
church,  the  progressive  element  of 
which,  called  themselves  "Christian 
Baptist,"  later  "Christians"  or  "Dis- 
ciples of  Christ."  The  split  at  Quaker 
House  caused  the  Christians  to  build 
at  Pleasant  iHll  and  the  Baptist  to 
concentrate   at    Tuckahoe,  which 


brings  us  to  the  beginning  of  our 
story. 

"TUCKAHOE" 

Of  interest  also  is  how  Tuckahoe 
got  its  name. 

"Tuckahoe"  is  an  Indian  word  mean- 
ing "globular"  and  pertained  to  a 
bulbous  root  which  the  red  men  and 
some  early  settlers  used  for  bread. 
It  is  probable  that  the  river  was 
called  Tuckahoe  because  the  root 
grew  in  great  quantities  along  its 
banks.  Other  forms  of  spelling  was 
"Taccaho"  and  "Tockaagh"  wh'le 
Captain  John  Smith  spelled  it  "Tock- 
awhoghe."  The  church  was  located 
on  and  named  for  the  river. 

An  interesting-  feature  of  modern 
Tuckahoe  is  the  activity  of  its  young- 
people.  During'  the  quarter-century 
since  1908  this  has  been  so.  The 
proportion  of  youth  in  the  church 
is  encouraging  and  to  see  their  num- 
ber in  the  Bible  School  is  inspiring. 

The  mention  of  all  members  who 
deserve  it  would  be  impossible  in  a 
paper  like  this.  As  long  ago  as  I 
can  remember  active  members  in- 
cluded with  their  families:  George 
R.  and  Charles  Jones,  Crockett  and 
Jack  Philyaw,  Becton  Heath,  Wait- 
still  Quinn,  Amos,  John  and  Frank 
Banks,  the  Shivars,  Askews ;  Joe 
Ben,  Lum  and  Claude  Brown  ;  Stark 
Charles  and  Henry  Mills.  John  A.. 
Isaac  and  John  W.  Huffman  the 
Koonces,  Taylors,  Howards,  Rhodes 
to  mention  only  a  few.  Most  of  them 
are  gone  now. 

Most  piognant  impressions  upon 
my  memory  as  I  look  backward  in- 
clude: Granddaddy  Ben  Brown  who 
with  his  four  sons:  Joseph,  Ben- 
jamin, Lum  and  Claude  occupied  the 
front  seat  in  the  "Amen  Corner" 
where  they  sang";  and  how  they 
could  sing.  Without  the  aid  of  in- 
strument other  than  the  tuning  fork, 
Lum  "raised  '  each  hymn  to  its  prop- 
er pitch.  Joe  sang  base,  while  the 
whole   congregation   joined  in. 

Another  thing  I  remember  dis- 
tinctly, is  the  squealing  shoes  of 
Mr.  George  Jones  who  generally  ar- 
rived late,  in  contrast  to  the  almost 
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noiseless  entry  of  Mr.  John  A.  Huff- 
man who  also  generally  came  in 
after  the  service  had  begun. 

Probably  most  impressive  of  all 
was  the  manner  which  Mr.  S.  W. 
Summerell  conducted  the  Lords  Sup- 
per. Any  words  of  mine  would  be  in- 
adequate to  convey  that  to  you.  Hard 
indeed  was  the  heart  that  could  not 
be  touched  by  the  preacher's  sin- 
cerity and  power  on  occasions  of 
this  kind. 

The  eloquence  and  power  of  one  of 
John  W.  Tyndali  s  dynamic  sermons 
is  with  me  yet. 

That  these  incidents  Vv'hich  became 
so  deeply  ingrained  in  ixy  heart 
back  in  the  days  of  my  childhood  at 
dear  old  Tuckahoe  may  remain  with 
me  to  the  end  and  that  I  may  be 
able  to  share  them  Vv^ith  others  with 
whom  I  come  in  contact  along-  the 
way,  is  my  fervent  prayer. 

—J.  P.  B. 


OLD  TUCKAHOE 

Tuckahoe  church  originally  stood 
n,l;out  a  quarter  mile  further  west 
th'm  its  present  location  on  lands 
owned  by  John  Jarman. 

Tradition  says  that  this  first  build- 
ing at  Tuckahoe  was  in  use  eight 
years.  So  far  v/e  have  been  unable  to 
find  any  records  that  early.  But 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  after 
the  Ijreak  up  of  the  congregation  at 
Quaker  House  aboue  18? 7  which  re- 
sulted in  the  erection  of  Pleasant 
Hill  church  and  its  control  by  the 
Disciples,  that  the  remnant  of  Bap- 
tist left  there  and  concentrated  on 
the  South  side  of  Tuckahoe  River 
and  built  a  church  which  drew  its 
membership  from  throughout  the 
territory  between  Pink  H^'ll  and 
Richmlands, 

The  Congregation  at  Tuckahoe 
was  originally  made  up  of  persons 
who  had  been  brought  up  in  the 
Free  Will  Bapist  church,  and  many 
of  them  remained  in  that  church 
and  never  come  to  the  Disciples  at 
all. 

Contrary  to  the  general  impression 
the  change  from  Baptist  to  Dis- 
ciples did  not  come  suddenly,  but 
cam.e  about  progressively  over  a  pe- 
riod of  several  years. 

For  sometime  one  element  in  the 


ccn:?iegation  heh:  steadfastly  to  the 
c  a  lime  Baptist  doctrine,  vihile  a 
newer  element  arose  among  them 
calling  themselves  at  first,  "Chris- 
tian Baptist,"  later  becoming  "Dis- 
ciples." 


DIFFERENCES 

The  Baptist  had  "Articles  of 
Faith,"  the  Disciples  held  the  Bil)le 
to  be  all  sufficient. 

The  Baptist  were  intererted  in 
maintaining-  and  building  up  their 
own  Denomination,  the  Disc'plos  ad- 
vocated the  unity  of  all  Christians 
on,  "The  Bible  only  as  a  rule  of 
Faith  and  Practice,"  and  believed 
that  Christians  should' be  able  to  get 
to'^ether  on  that  basis. 

The  Baptist  inherited  their  name 
from  their  mode  -^of  baptism,  while 
the  Disciples  believed  that  the 
church  as  the  Bride  of  Christ  should 
honor  Him  by  wearing   His  name. 

The  church  would  be  Christian — 
the  individuals  would  be  learners  or 
Disciples. 

As  one  can  readily  see  these  points 
could  start  an  argument  even  today. 


CONFUSION 

U  i-^  hard  loi-  us  toda\-  to  und-.T- 
stand  the  situation  as  it  existed  ia 
the  churches  of  that  day. 

The  church  was  originally  Bap- 
tist without  any  distinctions,  but 
there  were  generally  several  in- 
flunces  at  work  in  the  same  congre- 
gation. 

One  school  of  thought  held  to  the 
historical  Baptist  beliefs,  though  ev- 
en these  were  of  varying  shades  of 
opinion.  Another  leaned  toward  the 
stand  now  taken  by  what  we  know 
as  Missionary  Baptist — the  middle 
of  the  road  class.  There  was  still 
another  group  who  believed  in  going 
all  the  way  and  basing  everything  on 
the  Bible  and  its  teachings  alone, 
without  creed,  articles  of  Faith  or 
any  man  made  supplement.  These 
came  to  be  known  as  Disciples. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  these 
diverse  elements  were  all  in  the  same 
local  church  organization. 

It  now  seems  clear  that  the  Dis- 
ciples having-  gained  control  at 
Pleasant  Hill,  those  who  disagreed 
with  them  were  made  to  feel  out  of 
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place  in  that  church  and  were  soon 
forced  to  provide  a  separate  place 
of  worship. 

Whether  these  Baptist  approached 
John  Jarman,  or  whether  Jarman 
offered  tljem  a  place  to  worship  we 
will  propably  never  know,  but  we 
do  know  that  Tuckahoe  was  built  on 
Jarman's  land  sometime  about  1840 
or  1842.  The  leven  that  had  worked 
at  Pleasant  Hill  however'  was  also 
working-  here,  and  soon -  even  Tuck- 
ahoe was  more  Disciple  than  Bap- 
tist. 

John  Jarman's  father  was  a  full 
fledged  Disciple,  active- iri  t'he  work 
at  Pleasant  Hill,  but '  i5rior^  to  1843 
John  Jarman  himself  was  not  a 
member  anywhere.  " 

Then  in  1843  Jarman  became  con- 
verted, not  to  the  Baptist  faith  al- 
though he  more  than  anyone  else 
had  been  instrumental  in  the  erec- 
tion of  Tuckahoe  Baptist  church, 
but  to  the  Disciple;  and  three  years 
later  began  preaching  in  the  Chris- 
tian church. 

In  those  days  the  church  thrived 
on  revivals  and  John  Jarman  is 
credited  with  having  held  a  great 
revival  at  Tuckahoe  in  the  summer 
of  1849  which  resulted  in  17  of  the 
old  members  and  11  converts  form- 
ing themselves  into  the  "Christian 
Baptist"  or  simply  "Christian 
Vhurch  '  and  the  sending  of  dele- 
^'ates  to  the  annual  conference  of 
Disciples,  which  met  that  year  in 
Kinston. 

SEPARATION 

By  1849  the  element  which  called 
itself  Christian  Baptist  were  in  com- 
plete control  of  the  church  and  with 
the  sending  of  delegates  to  the  Beth- 
el Conference  and  Union  meeting  of 
Disciples  of  Christ  at  Kinston  Tuck- 
ahoe became  officially  a  Disciple 
church,  and  has  remained  so  con- 
tinually since  that  time.  The  con- 
flict within  the  church  at  Tuckahoe 
then  really  began. 

Zacheus  Brown  one  of  the  county's 
leading  citizens  who  lived  near  by 
offered  another  site  on  which  to 
erect  a  new  biulding,  provided  that 
the  term  Baptist  be  disconti'nued  and 
the  name  Disciple  used  iri'stead.  The 
offer    was    accepted    and '  a  larger 


ZACHEUS  BROWN 

building  containing  an  apartment  for 
colored  people,  was  built  on  the 
present  location  . 

The  Christian  Baptist  determined 
that  Tuckahoe  should  become  a  Dis- 
ciple church  in  fact  as  well  as  in 
name  and  would  admit  of  no  com- 
petition, so  when  they  decided  to 
build  a  new  house  they  began  by 
tearing  down  the  old  free  church 
and  using  its  timbers  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  new  building  on  the 
site  offered  by  Brown. 

The  new  location  even  before  then 
had  been  the  site  of  a  log  school 
building  and  when  the  new  church 
was  enclosed  it  became  both  school 
house  and  church.  Benjamin  Brown 
began  teaching  here  sometime  be- 
fore 1850. 


THE  BUILDING 

The  building  as  then  constructed 
sat  side  view  to  the  road  and  had 
doors  on  both  side  and  end.  The  aisle 
leading  to  the  side  entrance  mark- 
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ed  the  division  between  tlie  white 
and  colored  members,  At  the  op- 
posite end  of  tlie  ^isle  stood  an  en- 
ornrous  fireplace  used  for  heatini:;- 
the  guilding-  , 

(Brown  however  failed  to  make  a 
deed  for  the  land  and  later  it  be- 
came necessary  to  pay  certain  of 
his  heirs  for  their  share 

F'or  a  short  time  it  looked  as 
though  no  satisfactory  adjustment 
could  be  made,  and  a  new  location 
was  selected  at  the  intersection  of 
the  Richlands  road.  After  that  se- 
lection had  been  shrubbed  and  clear- 
ed a  new  understanding-  was  reach- 
ed, and  in  1892  the  heirs  of  Zacherus 
Brown  deeded  the  old  location,  for  a 
consideration  of  $50.00,  to  John  A. 
Huffman,  John  W.  Huffman,  Ben- 
jamin M.  Brown  and  Isaac  Huff- 
man as  trustees.  The  original  deed 
is  now  in  the  hands  of  Mrs.  Fannie 
Brown  Banks.) 

In  that  year  the  present  building- 
was  begun. 


TUCKAHOE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

After  the  old  Jarman  church  was 
torn  dov/n  the  remnant  of  the  Free 
Wil's  ."^eem-ed  to  have  had  no  place 
of  worship  and  I  find  no  record  of 
tl'em  untn  during-  the  Civil  War. 

For  Fometime  the  little  band  of 
Baptist  led  by  James  J.  Rhodes  held 
rervice  in  private  houses,  most  often 
in  the  home  of  Whitefield  Turner. 
Rhodes  generally  did  the  preaching 
In  Peptember  1865  he  with  other 
members  met  at  Pleasant  Hill  and 
constituted  a  church  known  as 
"Tuckahoe  Baptist  Church,"  r^d 
seemed  to  have  met  several  times 
in  Tuckahoe  church.  Later  they  met 
in  a  school  house  which  stood  near 
Amyetts  Brench. 

About  1867  this  church  attempted 
to  purge  itself  of  members  having 
Disciple  leanings,  and  Jessie  L.  Bal- 
lard, Bettie  Ballar^,  Josephine  Jar- 
man.  John  Huffman  and  Sue  Over- 
ton were  excluded  from  membership 
"For  wilfully  absenting  themselves 
from  our  church  and  joining-  the 
Christian  Baptist,"  still  for  the  same 
offense. 

In  1867  Jonas  Williams,  Fountain 
Williams  and  Willoughby  Jarman 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  su- 


pervise the  building  of  a  new  church 
at  Tuckahoe  Cross  Roads,  The  mem- 
bership in  1869  included  18  males. 
17  females  and  8  colored  members. 

For  some  reason  the  church  was 
not  located  at  Tuckahoe  Cross  Roads 


CRVANT  H.  HUFFMAN 


as  had  been  intended  but  sometime 
elapsed  before  it  was  constructed  at 
all.  Moreover  there  was  division 
among  the  Baptist  themselves.  Some 
of  them  took  membership  with  the 
Missionary  Baptist  church  at  Rich- 
lands  and  did  not  help  to  support 
Tuckahoe  any  more. 

When  the  next  Baptist  church 
was  built  it  was  known  as  "Free 
Will"  and  was  located  near  Levi 
Whaleys,  so  becoming  koawn  as 
"Whaley's  Chapel." 

It  was  finally  located  at  Tucka- 
hoe Cross  oRads  on  land  given  .  by 
M  r  s.  Deborah  Williams  Harget 
(about  1891  I  think)  but  retains  the 
name  of  Whaley's  Chapel. 
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JAMES  J.  RHODES 

The  holding-  together  of  the  Bap- 
tist as  he  said,  "against  great  op- 
position," was  larg-ely  the  work  of 
James  J.  Rhodes. 

The  Clerk  of  the  church  in  a  note 
written  on  an  old  record  book  of 


ISAAC  BROWN 


the  Tuckahoe  Baptist  church  says 
of  him  : 

"He  beg-an  preaching-  in  1862  in 
private  homes."  "God  had  been  with 
him,  for  his  labors  had  been  bl'vssed 
even  beyond  his  expectation." 

In  1865  he  proposed  to  a  few  scat- 
tering- sheep  of  the  old  stock  that 
were  without  a  shepherd,  and  a  few 
lam))s  he  had  gathered  to  the  fold  of 
C  hrist  and  accordingly  they  met  at 
Plea.sant  Hill  meeting  house  and  con- 
stituted  a  church,  the  11th  day  of 
September  1865." 

Of  coursie  Rhodes  Jiecame  the  fir.st 
pastor.  He  was  re-elected  time  and 
ar;ain  and  often  represented  the 
church  in  Associations.   It  was  he 


who  led  the  church  in  an  attempt  to 
obtain  a  building  at  Tuckahoe  Cross 
Roads.  He  was  a  man  of  persistence 
and  determination  in  what  he  be- 
lieved to  be  right. 


TUCKAHOE  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH 

Tuckahoe  was  represented  before 
the  Civil  War  at  various  times  and 
places  of  Convention,  first  at  Bethel 
Coference  and  Union  meeting  of 
Disciples  of  Christ  at  Kinston  1849, 
where  it  reported  28  members,  11  of 
whom  had  been  baptized  that  year. 

Its  first  delegates  were  Emanuel 
Jarman  and  Benjamin  Brown.  Others 
who  also  appeared  as  delegates  be- 
fore the  war  were:  Job  L.  Jarman, 
James  Adams,  Bryant  H.  Huffman. 
William  Huffman,  Moses  Adams, 
J.  Martin,  B.  F.  Huffman,  and  C.  J. 
Huffman. 

Durng  the  war  no  delegates  ap- 
peared  from    Tuckahoe,     but  the 


MRS.  MANA  BROWN  DILLAHUNT 


:meml)ershp  increased  from  60  in 
1861  to  84  in  1806,  18  having  been 
baptized  that  year  and  by  1887  the 
memljership  totaled  100. 
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TUCKAHOE  CHURCH  SCHOOL 

It  was  not  until  1890  that  Tucka- 
hoe  had  a  Sunday  School.  Isaac 
Brown  was  the  first  Superintendeni. 


i:knest  l.  Hi  i  fman 


It  began  with  3  teachers  and  25  pu- 
pils. Brown  remained  Supennt(>n- 
dent  as  long-  as  he  lived,  or  until 
about  1897  or  '98  when  he  was  suc- 
ceeded l)v  Miss  Mana  Thrown,  (Mrs. 
Bake  Dillahunt)  and  she  in  turn 
by  Ernest  B.  Huffman. 

The  school  had  varying  success 
until  1903  when  it  ceased  altogether. 

About  the  Summer  of  1906  a  Bible 
School  was  begun  at  the  old  school 
house  at  Reedy  Branch.  William  C. 
Brown  was  Superintendent  during 
the  time  it  remained  there,  and  al- 
so after  its  return  to  Tuckahoe  in 
1909. 

Outstanding  incidents  in  the  life 
of  the  school  at  Reedy  Branch  was 
the  renditions  of  a  series  of  dram- 
atic plays  and  concerts.  The  comple- 
tion by  a  class  of  5  in  Herbert  Mon- 


ning:r's  "Training  for  Service,"  un- 
der the  instruction  of  this  writer 
marked  a  spirit  of  prf;g:'ess  for  that 
day. 

The  present  Superintendent  I>enj. 
A.  Brown  has  a  service  record  of  17 
\  ears  with  very  few  absences. 

A.  0.  VV  AUIIEN 

In  1885  Brother  A.  ().  Warren 
preached  for  us.  While  he  wiis  i)as- 
tor  the  now  road  trt.m  Tuckahoo 
throu'-^h  Huftman  town  was  ];uilt. 
Bcaders    instrumental    in  o!)iaining 


BENJAMIN  BROWN 


the  road  were  Benjamin  Brown,  Cp- 
rus  Brown,  and  Bryant  H.  Huff- 
man. 

Brother  Charles  J.  Huffman  tells 
how  he  with  several  others,  men  and 
women,  used  to  walk  the  old  road 
which  came  throught    from  Huff- 
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man's  to  Reedy  Branch  enroute  to 
Tuckahoe  to  attend  church. 

The  road  in  many  places  being 
knee  deep  in  mud  was  of  course 
terrible  on  shoes,  so  each  carried 
his  shoes  and  stocking-s  in  his  hand 
until  he  came  to  Big-  Eranch,  near- 


CHARLES  J.  HUFFMAN 


ly  to  the  Levi  Rhodes  place,  where, 
after  a  foot  washing-  in  the  Branch, 
shoes  were  donned  and  the  hikers 
came  on  to  church  in  good  style. 

(At  least  some  of  our  members  it 
seems  believed  in  loot  washing.) 

Dennis  W.  Davis  who  got  part  of 
his  education  at  H.  C.  Bowen  s 
school  at  Catherine  Lake  was 
preaching'  here  at  the  t:me  of  the 
earth  quake. 


GROUPING  THE  CHURCHES 

Tu  1895  a  plan  of  grouping-  the 
churches  known  as  the  "Jones-On- 
slow Plan,  originiated  at  the  Union 
Meeting-  which  met  at  Tuckahoe,  in 
which  it  was  proi^osed  to  employ 
one  or  two  preachers,  to  not  only 


pastor  the  churches  but  also  to  ev- 
angelize the  District. 

The  plan  included  the  purchase 
of  a  tent  which  was  to  be  used  at 
strategic  points  until  a  building- 
could  be  constructed  for  use  at  that 
place. 

By  this  method  it  was  intended 
that  the  whole  district  should  hear 
the  Gospel  whether  able  to  support 
a  preacher  or  not. 

The  move  caused  much  discussion 
among-  the  preachers  in  the  State 
papers  as  to  whether  or  not  the 
plan  conincided  with  the  teaching  of 
the  Scripture. 

H.  C.  Bowen  was  employed  and 
did  some  effecave  work,  but 
there  arose  a  dissention  because 
some  of  the  churches  tailed  to  raise 
their  apportion  r  ent.  Certain  church- 
es begun  a  movemnt  for  withdrawal 
from  the  cooperation  and  soon  each 
church  was  again  thrown  on  its  own 
rerources. 

This  experience  probably  accounts 
for  the  chilly  reception  given  by 
Tuckahoe  to  a  grouping  proposal 
made  several  years  later  which  also 
originated  here  in  the  South  East- 
ern District.  The  question  of  the 
merit  of  either  move  cioes  not  enter 
here. 


SAMUEL  W.  SUMRELU 

Samuel  W.  Sumrell  was  a  native 


of  Lenoir  county. 


constructive 


and  so  practical  was  his  work  at 
Tuckahoe  that  it  is  deemed  worth- 
while to  include  here  a  short  stud/ 
of  his  life  and  work. 

Among  the  various  small  denom- 
inations into  which  the  Baptist 
church  was  divided  back  about  1840 
was  the  Union  Baptist.  They  be- 
lieved in  open  communion  and  ar- 
gued that  baptism  was  not  a  protest 
for  communion. 

Sumrell  first  joined  the  Union 
Baptist  when  he  was  14  years  of  age, 
but  later  came  to  the  Christian 
church.  He  was  an  active  worker  in 
the  church  before  beg'un' ng  his 
ministry,  holding-  co.rmunion  and 
prayer  service  and  conducting  Bible 
schools. 

Deciding  to  preach,  he  studied  un- 
cer  J.  R.  Tingle.  Being  ordained  he 
sot    out    to    work    among  weak 
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churches  and  lived  as  he  taught 
men  to  live  . 

"His  consecrated  life  gave  force 
and  power  to  his  simple  gospel  ser- 
mons that  made  him  a  power  of 
God" — almost  without  money  and 
without  price.  He  lived  from  1854  to 
1921,  and  is  buried  in  the  family 
cemetery  near  Wheat  Swamp. 

When  S.  W.  Surmell  came  to  Tuck- 
ahoe  about  1896  the  new  house  was 
just  closed  in,  having  neither  ceil- 


SAMLEL  W.  SUMRELL 


ing,  doors,  nor  windows,  and  the 
pews  were  old  benches  from  the 
former  building.  But  wherever  he 
preached,  progress  and  improvement 
soon  began,  and  Tuckahoe  was  no 
exception.  He  preached  in  the  pul- 
pit and  talked  in  the  homes  with  a 
consecrated  persuasiveness  which 
few  could  resist. 

The  ceiling-  was  bought  in  Dover, 
the  windows  and  doors  were  brought 
from  Wilmington.  (W.  M.  Barbee 
was  later  employed  to  design  the 
pews)  and  the  work  soon  began. 

The  pastor,  who  was  adept  in  the 


use  of  carpenter  tools  donned  his 
working  clothes,  the  men  of  the 
church  came,  and  together,  they  ceil- 
ed the  house  and  installed  the  win- 
dows and  doors.  In  a  short  time  the 
paint  was  being  put  on  and  old 
Tuckahoe  began  to  look  familiar. 

It  was  a  saying  common  among 
men  who  knew  Mr.  Sumrell  that, 
"He  practiced  what  he  preached  and 
lived  his  religion  everyday." 

"He  baptized  rrany  of  us  in  the 
shadowy  waters  of  Tuckahoe  river. 
While  a  little  group  of  Disciples  on 
the  shore  sang,  "Happy  Day,"  the 
preacher  led  us  down  into  the  wa- 
ter where  he  baptized  "In  the  like- 
ness of  His  biu"ial  and  ressurrec- 
t  on,  unto  the  remission  of  Sin." 

And  then  in  a  quiet  minute  he 
prayed  for  us  individually,  that 
"each"  might  arise  to  walk  in  "the 
newness  of  Life,  as  it  is  in  Christ 
Jesus." 

The  simple  beauty  of  it,  the  earn- 
estness and  fervor  with  which  each 
part  was  carried  out,  stamped  it- 
self upon  our  minds  forever. 

At  the  Lords  table  his  words  "let 
each  of  us  examine  himself  and  so 
eat  '  left  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of 
th  '  comrr.unicant,  as  to  his  duty 
in  the  matter. 

To  him  Christians  were  to  be 
"Worthy,"  and  he  taught  men  so. 
There  were  indeed  few  like  him, 

INCIDENTS 

Tuckahoe  inherited  some  of  our 
ancient  traditions.  It  is  said  that 
Amos  J.  Battle  washed  feet  in  Old 
Tuckahoe  and  Nathan  Smith  and 
Isaac  L.  Cestnut  taught  old  time 
singing  schools  there.  Also  many 
of  her  early  leaders  up  to  and  in- 
cluding Bryant  H.  Huffman  opposed 
the  use  of  instrumental  music  in 
the  church.  Out  of  respect  for  these 
pious  men  no  instrument  was  added 
during-  their  life  time. 

With  that  exception  Tuckahoe  has 
been  remarkably  free  from  faction. 

Outstanding  men  named  by  a  trav- 
eler through  Jones-Onslow  District 
who  visited  the  church  in  1875  in 
eluded  Jere  Jarman,  Bryant  Huff- 
man, Gaston  Fordham,  Benjamin 
and  Isaac  Brown. 
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C.  W.  B.  M 

The  inception  of  the  woman's 
Missionary  organization  about  1909 
at  Tuckahoe  and  Comfort  was  large- 
ly due  to  efforts  of  Mrs.  Bonnie 
Outlaw  Brown  (Mrs.  C.  D.  Thrown.) 


BONNIE  OUTLAW  BROWN 


Mrs.  Brown  was  a  tireless  and  ef- 
ficient worker  in  church  affairs, 
and  her  early  death  closed  a  userni 
life,  which  for  purity  and  earnest- 
ness of  purpose,  has  been  unexcell- 
ed in  our  community. 

mi:morial  day 

Fourth  Sunday  in  September  19.36 
was  oljserved  as  Founders  and  Home- 
cfim.'ng  day  at  Tuckahoe. 

The  outstanding  event  of  the  day 
the  unveiling  of  a  memorial  tablet 
to  John  Jarman  (1816-1850)  founder 
of  the  ;  hnrch.  Tt  was  he  who  gw've 
the  land  and  led  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  first  ljui'.ding  in  the 
181  Oh,  and  it  was  he  who  turned  the 
tide  of  affairs  in  tlie  congregation 
toward  the  Disciples  which  resulted 


in  the  church  becoming  a  full  fledg- 
ed member  of  the  Bethel  Conference 
and  Union  Meeting  of  Disciples  of 
Christ  in  1849. 


CHARLES  C.  WARE 

The  dedication  address  was  given 
by  Charles  C.  Ware  many  years  Sec- 
retary of  the  State  Board  North 
Carolina  Christian  Missionary  Con- 
vention, Author  of  "History  of  Dis- 
ciples of  Christ  in  North  Carolina," 
and  the  "Life  of  Barton  W.  Stone" 
and  much  beloved  among  Disciples 
of  Christ  in  th's  Iiistoric  communi- 
ty. The  address  Vv^as  a  clarion  call  to 
present  day  christ'ans  to  dedicate 
themselves  (as  their  fathers  did)  in 
the  Masters  serivce. 

The  memorial  is  inscribed: 
"In    memory  of 
Elder  John  Jarman 
1816  —  1850 
I'ioneer  Preacher  Disc: pies  of 
Christ   and  Founder 
Tuckahoe  Church 
1849 

tablet  inscribed  1933,  Presented  by 
G.  R.  Jones  ana  wife." 


JOHN  JARMAN 

John  Jarman  lived  from  1816  to 
1850. 

He   Vv-as  born   in    the   o'd  house 

which  formerly  stood  where  

 —  now  lives,  was 

educated  in  the  schools  of  the  com- 
munity and  at  an  early  age  began 
teachin-.  How  long  he  taught  I  have 
not  ascertained  but  the  story  is  told 
of  an  occasion  when  while  teaching 
at  the  Quaker  House  during  a  game 
of  town-ball  there,  in  chasing  a  fly, 
Jarman  accidentally  stepped  onto 
one  of  the  numerous  old  graves 
near  the  play-ground  and  sank  down 
to  his  knees. 

The  story  has  it  that  he  refused  to 
play  any  more. 

Jarman  was  athletic  in  build,  lov- 
ed clean  sport  and  had  a  keen  sense 
of  humor. 

He  grew  up  in  a  religious  home. 
The  record  says  he  was  noted  for 
his  moral  and  philanthropic  conduct 
and  for  his  sympathetic  feeling  to- 
ward the  unfortunate  even  before 
his  profession  of  faith  in  the  Chris- 
tian religion,  yet  Jarman  waited  un- 
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til  the  age  of  27  to  become  a  Chris- 
tian. John  Jarman  and  Joseph  Kin- 
sey  and  their  wives  were  all  bap- 
tized on  the  16th  day  of  July  1843, 
at  Pleasant  Hill. 

Jarman  first  married  Nancy  Davis 
of  Duplin  county. 

For  some  reason  her  parents  o)> 
jected  strenuously  to  the  marriage. 


CHARLES  (  .  WAKE 


The  roads  from  here  to  Duplin  were 
only  bridle  paths  then,  and  travel 
along-  them  was  by  horse  back  only. 
But  love  laughs  at  forests  trails,  as 
well  as  at  locksmiths  and  one  dav 
John  returned  with  his  bride,  rid- 
inc;  quite  in  the  style  of  young  I^och- 
invar  of  old. 

Her  98  pounds  must  have  been  a 
precious  burden  to  this  young  giant 
of  200  pounds. 

His  first  wife  did  not  live  long 
and  there  were  no  children  to  sur- 
vive. Unfortunately  we  do  not  know 


much  else  cuncerning  this  first  mar- 
riage. 

On  April  21,  1842  Jarman  married 
Nancy  Jones,  and  it  was  she  who 


KOSSIE  JAKMAN 


JOHNNIE  JAKMAN 
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TOMBS  OF  JOHN  J  A  F:  TAN  AND  WIFE 


was  baptized  with  hi.Ti  the  next 
year.  Only  two  children  survived, 
both  beautiful  and  accomplished 
rirls :  Misses  Rossie  and  Johnnie 
.7  a  r  man. 

The  eldest,  Rossie  married  A.  F. 
Williams,  and  Johnnie  married  J. 
7vL  Williams,  brothers,  of  Warsaw, 
Duplin  county. 

According-  to  an  old  tradition  in 
the  Jarman  family  3  brothers  ar- 
rived in  Wilm.ington  in  the  early 
18th  century.  Being-  unable  to  pay 
passage  on  the  ship.  The  Master  in 
order  to  get  his  money  hired  these 
Germans  out  to  a  wealthy  Mr.  Cox 
of  Jones  county  who  brought  them 
here. 

After  serving  their  time  with  Mr. 
Cox  the  Germans  who  by  now  were 
known  simply  as  "the  Germans,' 
adopted  the  name  which  continues 
with  variations  in  spelling  until  to- 
da\'.  In  some  places  it  is  spelled 
"German"'  others  "Jearmam'  and 
lately  "Jarman," 

When  Jarman  received  his  share 
of  his  fathers  estate  he  built  him- 
self a  home  which  is  still  standing 


about  a  half  mile  north  west  of  the 
church.  It  is  in  a  gooi  state  of  pres- 
ervat'on  and  may  be  seen  by  visitors 
loday.  His  adir.inistrator's  books  l  ai- 
anced  at  ten  thousand  and  nineteeri 
('ollars. 

KMANUFL  JAIIMAN 

John  Jarman's  father,  Emanuel 
wa?  an  outf^tanding'  man  in  the  af- 
fairs of  Jones  county  in  his  day.  He 
owned  much  real  estate  and  the  rec- 
ords show  many  transfers  of  real 
estate  to  and  from  him — mostly  to 
him.  He  himself  supervised  the  op- 
eration of  his  farms  from  his  home, 
taught  school  and  had  a  large  part 
in  the  business  of  the  co.rmunity. 

His  prominence  in  his  county  gave 
him  an  interei-'t  in  its  politics  and 
for  seven  years  he  represented  Jones 
county  in  the  General  Assembly. 

Emanuel  I'ved  during  the  period 
vvhen  the  religious  life  of  the  State 
was  in  turm.oil.  When  whole  congre- 
ga1i(ms  sometim.e  moved  bodily  over 
and  realigned  themselves  with  a  new' 
order.  He  was  a  members  at  Quaker 
House  and  during  the  debate  there 
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he  with  William  Brown,  William 
Gooding-,  Nathan  Westbrook  and 
others  determined  to  build  a  house 
of  Worship  for  "Christians  only" 
which  materalized  in  Old  Pleasant 
Hill  church  with  Emanuel  Jarman 

as  its  first  Elder. 

In  that  day  when  a  man  decided 
an  issue  that  decision  included  his 
family  too,  and  consequently  Jar- 
man  s  family  names  appear  on  the 
original  roll  of  Disciples  at  Pleasant 
Hill  and  made  their  contribution  to 
the  setting  up  of  that  church.  One 
of  the  most  personal  g-limpses  of 
Emanuel  Jarman  is  found  in  items 
of  his  wall. 

His  son,  P.  H.  Jarman  died  pre< 
vious  to  the  making'  of  Emanuel's 
will.  Previous  to  his  death  F.  H. 
Jarman  had  begun  the  construction 
of  a  building-  which  was  unfinished 
at  the  time  of  his  death. 

To  complete  the  building  it  was 
necessary  for  Emanuel  to  use  cer- 
tain funds  belonging  to  the  estate 
of  F.  H.  Jarman,  the  legality  of 
which  use  was  open  to  question. 
Later  to  provide  against  eventuali- 
ties, Emanuel  in  his  bequest  to  the 
children  of  F.  H.  Jarman  provided 
that  enough  be  reserved  to  repa\' 
not  only  the  principle  but  also  the 
cost  of  court,  should  a  suit  be 
brought  against  his  estate  for  the 
expenditure  of  the  sum  in  question. 

So,  Emanuel  settled  that  suit  be- 
fore it  began. 

Another  item  gave  John  Jarman 
(the  preacher)  a  gin  house  and  gin 
situated  on  lands  reserved  for  Em- 
anuel's wife  Sarah,  (mother  of  John) 
with  the  privisio  that  John  gin  his 
mothers  cotton  each  year,  failing- 
which  the  gin,  house  and  all  would 
revert  to  his  mother  and  become  her 
property  altogether.  Emanuel  took 
no  chances  even  with  his  own  sons. 

Emanuel  made  his  children  to 
know  God,  and  Christianity  was  a 
living  thing  in  that  home.  Lax  mor- 
al had  no  ^lace  there  and  duty  was 
everything,  whatever  it  included:  so, 
is  it  any  wonder  that  John  Jar- 
man felt  like  he  had  been  called 
of  God  when  he  became  converted 
and  soon  began  preaclung-. 

Such  is  the  antecedents  of  John 


Jarman,  founder  of  Tuckahoe  Chris- 
tian church. 


RESIDENCE  OF  JOHN  JAKMAN 


JOHN  H.  DILLAHUNT 

John  H.  Dillahunt  was  a  man  of 
God,  who  lived  contemporary  with 
John  Jarman,  his  home  was  near 
Chincapin  Chapel. 

After  Jarman's  decision  to  preach 
Jarman  and  Dillahunt  rode  horse- 
back all  the  way  to  Bethany,  West 
Virginia  to  visit  Alexander  Camp- 
bell. It  was  Dillahunt  who  wrote 
the  obituary  of  John  Jarman.  It 
reads  as  follows: 

"Obituary  of  John  Jarman  appear- 
ing on  pages  140  and  141  of  minute 
book  (1841-1871)  of  annual  meetings 
of  North  Carolina  Disciples  of  Christ. 

"In  presenting-  to  the  public 
sketch  of  the  life  of  our  worthy 
brother  and  friend.  Elder  John  Jar- 
man dead.  I  confess  I  never  felt 
more  forcibly  the  want  of  ability 
than  on  this  occasion. 

"Elder  John  Jarman,  the  son  of 
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Emanuel  and  Sarah  Jarman,  was 
born  on  the  7th  of  November,  1816, 
on  Tuckahoe,  in  Jones  county,  where 
he  was  reared  and  educated.  In  ear- 
ly life  he  was  noted  for  his  moral 
and  philanthropic  conduct  and  sym- 
pathetic feelings.  Before  his  profes- 
sion of  the  Christian  Religion,  he 
was  unmeasurably  respected  and  es- 
teemed by  his  acquaintances. 

On  the  16th  of  July,  1843,  he  made 
the  good  confession  of  faith  in  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  put  him  on 
by  being  buried  with  him  in  bap- 
tism. Shortly  after  his  conversion 
our  worthy  brother  commenced  pro- 
claia  ing  the  Gospel  to  a  lost  and 
runied  world;  and  many  were  rous- 
ed from  their  lethargy  and  carnal 
security  by  his  preaching^  and  in- 
duced to  obey  the  Gospel.  The  loss 
of  Elder  Jarman  is  an  irreparable 
loss  to  the  community  where  he  re- 
sided. He  sank  dovv^  in  the  service 
of  his  divine  Redeemer.  For  when 
he  was  taken  sick  he  had  been  en- 
gaged several  days,  in  a  protracted 
meeting,  in  which  many  were  induc- 
ed to  make  the  good  confession. 
Tongue  would  fail  to  express  the 
good  that  attenced  the  ministerial 
labors  of  our  worthy  brother,  during 
his  short  pilgrimage  here  upon  earth. 
His  only  desire  seemed  to  be  the 
benefit  of  his  fellov/  creatures.  While 
confined- during  his  last  illness,  his 
aged  mother,  approaching  his  bed 
side  remarked  to  him:  "What  if  the 
Lord  should  raise  him  up  again,  it 
would  not  do  for  him  to  expose  him 
self  so  much  as  he  had  done,  toiling 
and  preaching;  as  his  constitution 
was  weakly;  he  could  never  stand 
it."  His  answer  was,  "If  I  cannot 
]>reach  I  desire  to  die.  '  When  lying 
as  it:  were  on  the  boundary  that  di- 
vides time  from  eternity,  he  declared 
he  had  no  other  feelings  than  those 
of  love  for  all  mankind.  His  sickness 
though  of  short  duration,  was  very 
severe.  If  medica]  skill,  united  to  the 
prayers  of  surrounding  relatives  and 
friends,  could  have  prevailed,  Elder 
Jarman  would  still  have  lived.  The 
Almighty  Disposer  of  human  hearts 
had  otherwise  determined.  On  the 
2Lth  of  August  1850  he  breathed  his 
last;  leav'ng  behind  him  the  char- 
acter of  a  father  to  the  fatherless,  a 


husband  to  the  widow,  and  a  friend 
to  the  poor. — A  widow  and  two  small 
children  were  left  to  deplore  the  loss 
of  the  kind  and  affectionate  husband 
and  parent. 

"May  I  die  the  death  of  the  right- 
eous, and  may  my  last  end  be  like 
his." 

JOHN  H.  DILLAHUNT. 

Trenton,  Jones 
County,  .  NC. 

"Letters  from  John  H.  Dillahunt 
to  Alexander  Campbell  about  death 
of  Elder  John  Jarman  appearing  on 
page  6ij9  in  '  The  Millenial  Haroing- 
er,"  of  1850: 

"JoneF,  County,  N.  C. 
September,  23,  1850 
"In  the  dispensation  of  the  Pro- 
vidence of  God,  death  hath  severed 
from  our  midst,  one  of  our  most  use- 
ful proclaimers— Elder  JOHN  JAR- 
MAN.. He  died  on  the  26th  of  Aug- 
ust last,  aged  about  35  years.  Broth- 
er Jar  .ran  accompanied  me  to  Beth- 
<nny  last  v/inter,  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  making  your  acquaintance 
and  hearing  you  preach;  but,  to  his 
great  disapointment  as  well  as  mine, 
we  were  deprived  of  the  happiness  of 
seeing  you,  you  be'ng  at  that  time 
on  a  tour  of  Kentucky.  Although  he 
was  not  gifted,  as  a  great  many  are, 
for  public  speaking,  yet  he  was  one 
of  those  v/hom  the  apostle  exhorted 
to  "acorn  their  profession  by  an  up- 
right walk  and  godly  conversa- 
ation."  by  which  mean^^  he  suceed- 
Gd  in  convincing  a  great  many  of 
his  neighbors  and  acquaintances  of 
the  utility  of  speedily  embracing  the 
gospel.  His  whole  mind  seemed  to 
have  been  engaged  in  endeavoring  to 
persuade  his  friends  to  the  utility  of 
returning  to  the  ancient  order  of 
things ;  so  much  so,  that  he  was  oft- 
en stigmatized  with  preaching  noth- 
ing but  Campbellism.  He  cared  for 
none  of  those  things,  but  pursued 
the  even  tenor  of  his  way,  fully  be- 
lieving that  the  doctrine  of  the  Re- 
formation was  the  doctrine  of  Christ 
and  the  aspostles.  Sometime  previous 
to  his  illners  and  on  the  very  day  he 
was  taken  sick,  he  had  immersed  a 
goodly  nuT.ber,  among  them  several 
Methodists,  which  caused  their 
pr>  ac  hers  to  come  out  against  him. 
To  prove  he  had  no  prejudice  against 
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them,  he  said  in  his  last  moments, 
perhaps  the  last  words  he  uttered: 
"Send  for  the  preachers,  (Metho- 
dists) and  let  us  talk  the  matter 
over,  for  God  knows  I  have  no  pre- 
judices against  them." 

Under  his  hospitable  roof  the 
weary  pilgrim  and  travelers  always 
found  a  hearty  welcome.  He  was 
kind  and  benevolent  to  all.  By  his 
death  a  vaccum  has  been  made  which 
time  alone  can  fill.  He  has  left  a 
wife  and  two  children,  an  aged  both- 
er, two  sisters,  and  a  large  circle 
of  acquaintances  to  mourn  his  loss. 

Your  brother  in  Christ, 

J.  H.  DILLAHUNT.  " 

UNION  CHAPEL 

During  the  Civil  War  the  Baptist 
church  at  Old  Richlands  Chapel  had 
disbanded.  Little  or  no  service  was 
held  there  until  1875  when  Cyrus 
Brown,  prominent  layman  of  Tuck- 
ahoe  conceived  the  idea  of  plant- 
ing a  Disciple  Church  there. 


CYRUS  BKOVVN 


With  this  idea  in  mind  Brown  at 
his  own  expense  secured  Dr.  Joseph 
H.  Foy,  probably  the  ablest  preacher 
among  the  Disciples  at  that  time,  to 
conduct  a  revival  meeting  for  a 
week  there. 

This,  plus  the  later  splendid  work 
of  Virgil  A.  Wilson  and  H.  C.  Bow- 
en  resulted  in  the  establishing  of  a 
Christian  church  at  that  point. 

The  church  stands  about  one-half 
mile  south  of  its  former  location  on 
"Chapel  Hill."  having  been  remov- 
ed largely  through  the  instrument- 
ality of  John  A.  Averitte.  From  it 
Chapel  Run,  near  by,  took  its  name. 
Bishop  Francis  Asbury,  the  great 
Pioneer  of  Methodism  visited  the 
Chapel  12  times,  usually  making  his 
home  with  Lott  Ballard. 

MATILDA'S  CHAPEL 

Handy  and  Candy  Flowers,  broth- 
ers, of  the  Chinquapin  Chapel  sec- 
tion, were  the  first  preachers  among 
the  colored  people  following  the  Civil 
war.  They  held  services  f(rst  in  the 
colored  school  house  which  stood  on 
the  same  yard  as  that  later  occup- 
ied by  the  white  school  house  at 
Reedy  Branch.  They  were  Free  Will 
Baptist  and  enlisted  the  colored 
memV>ership  of  Old  Tuckahoe  Baptist 
church. 

Besides  the  Flowers  the  congre- 
gation has  produced  one  other  good 
strong  preacher,  Henry  Isler. 

When  Tuckahoe  began  its  present 
Imilding  it  sold  the  old  one  to  the 
colored  members.  They  rebuilt  it 
about  a  mile  towards  Richlands  on 
the  Percoson  road.  Its  name  became 
Matilda's  Chapel  in  honor  of  Mrs. 
Cyrus  Brown  who  gave  the  land. 

Their  new  building  now  stands 
about  one  half  mile  west  of  Tucka- 
hoe church  on  highway  No.  41. 

For  a  long  time  white  people  were 
invited  to  visit  on  special  occasions, 
and  many  accepted  and  contributed 
to  its  operation. 

COMFORT 

Tuckahoe  is  a  mother  church 
now. 

In  fact  her  daughter  at  Comfort 
is  important  in  her  own  right  al- 
ready. 

Comfort  was  a  railroad  station  ir 
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GEORGE  R.  JONES 


the  clays  when  railways  were  im- 
portant. It  soon  became  a  com- 
munity center.  The  Postoffice  was 
there,  the  Rural  Route  began  there, 
neigliborhood  stores  were  located 
there,  it  was  the  shipping  point  for 
])ioduce  of  the  farms  and  most  of  all 
it  was  thfe  center  of  trade  for  the 
population  in  all  the  surrounding- 
territory.  A  local  church  at  that 
point  was  inevitable. 

The  leaders  of  the  community  were 
Christian,  and  far  too  wide  awake  to 
their  situation  to  sit  still  while 
churches  of  a  different  persuasion 
sprang  up  among  them. 

In  the  year  1913  under  the  ev- 
angelistic leadership  of  Hayes  Par- 
ish, a  new  building-  was  begun  on 
land  donated  by  Charles  Foster  and 
wife,  and  the  next  year  a  full  church 
organization  was  set  up — Some  of  its 
charter  members  were  people  who 
had  been  important  in  affairs  at 
Tuckahoe. 

This  day,  Jarman  Memorial  Day 
has  })een  rrade  possible  by  the  gen- 
erosity of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  R.  Jones 
of  Comfort,  who  though  active  at 
Comfort  are  still  meml^ers  at  Tuck- 
ahoe, and  who  are  useful  citizens  in 
the  Kingdom  of  God  whether  they 
h^e  membership  at  Tuckahoe  or 
Comfort. 

Comfort  has  a  bright  future  and 
Tuckahoe  wishes  her  well. 


MRS.  GEO.  R.  JONES 


R.  PAFL  PARKER 

This  paper  would  be  incomplete 
as  well  as  unjust,  did  it  not  pay  a 
tribute  to  R.  Paul  Parker,  the  pres- 
ent pastor. 

Brother  Parker  is  a  young  man, 
native  of  Georgia,  and  a  grad^uate 
of  our  own  Atlantic  Christian  col- 
lege. 

Seven  years  ago,  1929  he  took  the 
work  here  which  was  in  a  languish- 
ing condition  then,  and  went  to 
work,  earnestly  and  without  sound- 
ing of  horns,  to  build  constructive- 
ly on  a  firm  basis,  mechanically  and 
spiritually. 

A  new  roof,  a  new  coat  of  paint, 
new  underpinning  and  a  new  piano 
are  goals  already  reached  and  pass- 
ed, and  we  feel  sure  that,  that  point 
m  the  Standard  of  Excellence,  of 
"A  classroom  for  each  class"  is  not 
so  far  away  now.  The  membership 
now  numbers  180. 

Tuckahoe  and  Paul  Parker  make 
a  strong  team,  and  it  is  believed  that 
the  morale  of  the  church  was  never 
better.  May  his  be  a  long  and  useful 
career  in  the  Masters  service. 
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LETTER  FROM  MISS  ALICE 
HINES  TO  MRS.  FANNIE  BROWN 
BANKS  READ  AT  HOME  COM- 
ING DAY: 

SEPTEMBER,  27,  1986 

"My  Dear  Fannie: 

"Thank  you  so  much  for  wanting- 
me  to  have  part  in  Home  Coming 
Day  at  Dear  old  Tuckahoe  church. 

"Nothing-  would  please  me  more 


K.  PAUL  PARKER 


than  to  be  present,  see  the  few  left 
whom  I  knew  in  the  old  days  and  to 
get    acquainted    with    the  children 


and  grandchildren  of  my  old  friends 
and  kinfolkg. 

"Jones  county,  is  the  ba.?kground 
many  happy  memories.  Very  few 
if  any  years  from  1860  to  1906.  the 
year  I  went  to  Kentucky  pr/ssed 
without  my  having  gone  down  there. 
I  have  missed  these  visits  sadly. 

I  taught  for  your  grandfather  one 
full  school  year  1882-1883.  My  pupils 
were  his  children.  Dave.  Lum,  and 
Mana;  Prank  Brown  Koonce,  Julia 
and  Stella  Cox,  Lummie  and  Annie 
Jarman.  I  saw  your  father  just  after 
1  came  from  Kentucky,  fall  1925, 
saw  Julia  once  in  New  i3ern,  have 
seen  Mana  of  course  a  number  of 
times.  With  the  others  I  have  lusc 
touch.  Some  dead,  some  I  just  have 
lost  track  of. 

"The  last  time  I  was  in  a  church 
was  in  Rocky  Mount  the  week  be- 
fore I  came  here— I  learned  after- 
wards, Joseph's  son  Parsons  served 
as  a  deacon  that  day— Sorry  I  did 
not  know  him. 

"During  that  school  year  which 
was  a  very  happy  one,  2nd  Sunday  in 
each  month  we  went  to  Tuckahoe 
rain  or  shine,  hot  or  cold.  It  was  a 
rare  experience  to  see  the  backless 
benches  pulled  up  close  about  the 
big  fire  in  that  big  old  fireplace  to 
hear  Henry  Bowen  or  Dennis  Davis 
preach.  Such  a  social  time  we  would 
have  after  the  service  was  over.  Any 
where  from  6  to  15  people  would  go 
home  with  us  to  eat  cousin  Annie's 
good  dinner.  My  but  I'd  give  a  lot  to 
live  over  those  days  for  a  little 
while. 

"I  shall  be  with  you  Sunday  in 
thought  and  keen  interest.  After  it  is 
all  over  if  it  is  not  asking  too  much 
of  you,  please  write  and  tell  me  all 
about  it. 

"Much  more  I'd  love  to  say  to  you 
but  it  is  awfully  hard  to  write  flat 
on  ones  back  as  I  have  to  do. 

With  a  heart  full  of  love  for  you 
and  all  the  others  who  are  left. 

"Cousin  ALICE  HINES, 

"Shanandvale  Apartment  29, 

"Richmond,  Virginia. 
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JOHN  GOODING 

If  Uncle  John  Gooding's  biogra- 
Y,hy  was  properly  written  it  would 
be  an  interesting  contribution  to 
this  paper. 

He  is  the  only  liviiig-  contempor- 
ary of  John  Jarman,  and  the  facts 
which  he  gives  always  "click.  '  Timf 
and  and  again  he  has  straightened 
the  tang-led  threads  of  this  story  and 
made  it  understandable. 

Officially,  he  is  89  years  of  age, 
but  according-  to  facts  with  which  he 
is  familiar  he  is  92. 

It  seems  that  in  attemping-  to  keep 
the  "Yankees"  from  getting-  inform- 
ation as  to  the  number  of  servants 
ownned  on  the  plantations,  ages  of 
many  colored  people  were  moved 
forward  ,by  their  owners  and  birth 
records   were  even   torn   from  the 
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fjimily  Bible,  to  prevent  the  dis- 
covery. 

Al'tcr  freedom  came  when  the 
colored  people  wanted  to  ascertain 


the  date  of  their  birth  they  of 
course  returned  to  their  former  mis- 
tress for  the  information.  The  rec- 
ords having  been  destroyed  the  dates 
could  only  be  given  by  |memory 
and  so  were  to  that  extent,  uncer- 
tain. 

Such  was  true  in  the  case  of  John. 
John's  grandmother  Clare  and  his 
mother  Holland  were  the  property  of 
Joseph  Small  who  lived  on  the  road 
now  leading  from  Quaker  House  to 
Fordham's.  After  Small's  decease 
Ho'land  became  the  property  of  his 
daughter  Elizabeth  who  married  a 
Gooding.  When  her  mistress  chang- 
ed her  name  by  marriage  Holland 
changed  hers  to  conform  to  the 
family  name  so  Uncle  John  was  born 
a  Goocing.  His  father  was  Peter 
Fordham,  Servant  of  John  Fordham. 
Peter  named  his  son  for  his  master. 

The  nristress  rem,embered  the  date 
of  Johns  birth  as  1847,  but  Holland 
says  it  was  3  years  earlier.  Uncle 
John  thinks  his  mother's  the  correct 
date,  because  of  a  trip  he  and  a 
white  boy  of  the  same  age  once 
made  to  John  Jarman's  to  buy  corn. 

John's  master  •  was  killed  in  the 
war  but  John  and  his  people  lived 
on  as  before,  and  even  after  the  war 
closed  and  freedom  came  they  con- 
fined to  rent  land  from  their  form- 
er mistress  until  she  broke  up  house 
keeping.  After  that  John  rented  land 
and  farmed  for  himself. 

Forty  or  fifty  years  ago  he  rent- 
ed land  from  Cyrus  Brown  and  has 
lived  there  since  that  time.  His  chil- 
dren's children  and  great  great' grand 
children  have  gone  out  into  the 
world,  but  Uncle  John  remains  on, 
undisturbed  by  the  passing  of  time. 

His  memory  is  remarkable.  His 
m.ind  operates  slowly,  but  surely  and 
accurately,  and,  he  talks  interest- 
ingly. 

Arrong  the  stories  he  tells  is  one 
of  seeing  John  Jarman  come  to  a 
fire  dressed  only  in  his  trousers,  no 
time  then  for  dressing.  He  tells  also 
how  he  once  drove  an  automobile 
home  from  Kinston  after  the  dinver, 
a  white  man,  became  too  high  for 
driving  an  ordinary  automobile.  The 
bottle  was  buried  and  a  plow  share 
marked  the  spot  for  future  reference. 

Uncle  John  is  a  gentle  soul.  He 
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refers  to  the  former  condition  of  his 
people  as  "in  bondage"  and  does 
not  use  the  terms  "slave,"  and 
"slavery"  at  all.  But  slavery  and 
the  hard  knocks  of  life  have  not 
embittered  h"m,  and  he  still  has  a 
cherry  g-reeting-  for  everyone.  He 
seems  to  have  attained  to  that  per- 
fect state  of  fce.'ng-  for  whicli  we  all 
strive — a  satisfied  mind. 

If  Uncle  John  lives  on  to  the  ag-e 
of  100  years,  they  will  be  spent 
wisely  and  usefully.  (He  died  May 
4,  1941.  Age  97.  —J.  P.  B.) 


CONCLUSION 

Tuckahoe  has  an  interesting-  his- 
tory: 

Prom  the  little  congregation  at 
Jarmans  have  grown  not  only  Tuck- 
ahoe Christian  church  here  today, 
but  Comfort  Christian  church,  Union 
Chapel  Christian  church,  the  colored 
church  at  Matilda  s  Chapel,  and  the 
Baptist  cong-regation  at  Tuckahoe 
Cross  Roads. 

It  now  draws  its  membership  from 
a  limited  area,  being-  surrounded  by 
other  Christian  churches,  but  its 
members  are  loval  to  Disciple  pre- 
cepts, and  descendents  of  its  pioneers 
still  carry  on  in  the  Master's  Service, 


J.  PARSON  BROWN 

Tuckahoe  still  has  the  Great  Com- 
mission. 

~J.  PARSONS  BROWN. 
Setember  27,  1936. 


4 


